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New York, NY

ERIN DREYFOUS joins SUZAN TILLOTSON  
as partner at TILLOTSON DESIGN ASSOCIATES 

Suzan Tillotson, Founding Partner, is pleased to announce that Erin Dreyfous  
has been named Partner of the studio.

‘Erin’s contributions have been integral to the quality of our studio’s work  
for over twelve years. Throughout this time, she has been intimately involved with  
the aspirational visions of our clients and collaborators, and is greatly respected  
for her dedication and commitment to the discipline of lighting design. We are excited 
about the expanded opportunities that this evolved structure affords the studio.  
Erin and I look forward to bringing innovative solutions and deliberate thoughtfulness 
to ever more complex, unique, and impactful architecture’.
 —Suzan Tillotson, Founding Partner

ERIN DREYFOUS
‘My passion for lighting is in the conceptualization of a project: how the medium 
of light aids in transforming an architectural idea or notion. It is an iterative design 
process, failing fast until arriving at the right fit. We work to push beyond the technical 
towards the potential of lighting, in support of emotional connections with spaces 
and the memories that they hold. I am eager to continue to be a voice in the dialogue 
which pushes our profession forward.’ 
 —Erin Dreyfous, Partner
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Erin Dreyfous, Partner, joined Tillotson Design Associates in 2007, and has been 
fundamental to the firm’s success in finding bespoke solutions to complex issues. 
Erin shares Suzan’s vision for excellence in the studio’s work, for long-term successful 
relationships with clients, and for the essential exploration of new paradigms  
for realizing projects. In 2018, she was named one of Lighting Magazine’s 40 Under 40 
‘to watch’. Erin has lectured at Columbia University and has served on design juries 
(including Architectural Record’s competition panel for best new products of 2017).

SUZAN TILLOTSON
‘The qualitative impact of daylight and designed light on built environments continues to 
intrigue and to compel our studio. We explore the interactions between inhabitants and 
their surroundings through the intangible essence that light, shadow, and darkness 
brings to each project. Lighting design is a distinct discipline, intrinsically wedded  
to architecture and a sense of place’.
 —Suzan Tillotson, Founding Partner

Suzan Tillotson founded her eponymous studio fifteen years ago, and continues  
to be a passionate and informed advocate for promoting the role of light  
in architectural projects. Suzan is an active collaborator, working hand-in-glove 
with architects and clients to reveal the best possible solutions suited to their visions.  
Her holistic approach to design is borne of her innate questioning of the status quo,  
her diligence in problem-solving, and her respect for the sensibilities of the 
institutional leaders and architects with whom she collaborates. Suzan is recognized 
as an industry leader, and was named Lighting Designer of the Year (Lighting Design 
Awards, London, 2017). She has taught at Princeton University School of Architecture 
and has spoken at international conferences (including Light Space, Los Angeles,  
and the International Dark-Sky Association Annual General Meeting, Boston,  
where she received the 2018 Lighting Design and Technological Innovation Award).

TILLOTSON DESIGN ASSOCIATES  (TDA)
For fifteen years, Tillotson Design Associates’ collaborations with leaders in the field 
of architecture have extended to all elements of the built environment, illuminating 
cultural, academic, hospitality, landscape, and corporate works with precision, 
curiosity, and experience. The studio has brought its expertise to a diverse range  
of projects designed by an international roster of forward-thinking firms:  
Foster + Partners (Comcast Innovation and Technology Center, Philadelphia),   
OMA Office for Metropolitan Architecture (Milstein Hall Cornell University, Ithica), 
Diller Scofidio + Renfro (The Shed, New York), SHoP Architects (East River Waterfront, 
New York), REX (The Ronald O. Perelman Performing Arts Center, New York),  
Weiss/Manfredi (US Embassy, New Delhi), BIG Bjarke Engels Group (The XI 76 Eleventh, 
New York), and Renzo Piano Building Workshop (The Forum at Columbia University 
Manhattanville Campus, New York).  

TDA’s work has garnered over 100 lighting design awards, including the Lighting 
Designer Awards’ Global Project of the Year (Bloomberg European Headquarters, 
London; Foster + Partners) and the Illuminating Engineering Society’s Award  
of Excellence (The Broad, Los Angeles; Diller Scofidio + Renfro). The team’s critical 
approach to design has been widely profiled in editorials, including in  
Architectural Record, Architect magazine, Metropolis, Architectural Lighting magazine, 
and The New York Times. In this next chapter of expanded leadership the studio 
anticipates wider cross-pollination with academic institutions, with pioneers at the 
fore of research and design, with artists who conceptualize with light as a medium, 
and with manufacturers who responsively refine product design. TDA’s ambitions 
include bringing a critical voice to issues of lighting design’s positive impact  
on environmental sustainability, mitigation of light pollution, and the role of  
light in social entrepreneurship.
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BLOOMBERG EUROPEAN HEADQUARTERS, London, UK
In collaboration with Foster + Partners
Completed in 2017

The urban context for this project was equally weighted with the new built 
environment. TDA enhanced this relationship through intricate layering of light 
embedded in the facades, making the building appear to glow from within while 
simultaneously providing light to the surrounding public realm. Interior spaces shimmer  
with the integrated ceiling designed by Foster + Partners with TDA, comprised of  
two million formed-metal ‘petals’ which disperse LED light evenly throughout  
the building while coordinating seamlessly with other services housed within  
this signature plane. Bloomberg European Headquarters was honored with  
the distinguished Royal Institute of British Architects’ National Award and  
the London Award in 2018.

BLOOMBERG EUROPEAN HEADQUARTERS Exterior (Photo: Nigel Young / Foster + Partners)



4/6 Continued on Next Page 

THE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART (MoMA), New York, NY
In collaboration with Diller Scofidio + Renfro / Gensler
Completed in 2017

MoMA’s ambitious renovation program mandated new public spaces which would 
enhance the visitor experience. TDA’s contribution balanced evolving daylight from 
the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Sculpture Garden with generously designed fixtures 
based upon updated references to the museum’s storied architectural past.

MoMA The MARLENE HESS and JAMES D. ZIRIN Lounge (Photo: Iwan Baan)
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MUSEUM AT THE GATEWAY ARCH, St. Louis, MO
In collaboration with James Carpenter Design Associates / Cooper Robertson / 
Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates
Completed in 2018

The museum’s aspirations called for welcoming bold moves which would complement 
the monumentality of the Gateway Arch, a National Park Service site. TDA respected 
this directive through the use of sublime ambient lighting in the luminescent lobby, 
devoid of visible light sources; specialized dynamic dimming resulted in smooth  
day-to-night color and light-level transitions.

MUSEUM AT THE GATEWAY ARCH (Photo: Nic Lehoux) MUSEUM AT THE GATEWAY ARCH (Photo: Nic Lehoux)



HEAVENLY BODIES at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY
In collaboration with Diller Scofidio + Renfro / John Torres (Theatrical Lighting)
Completed in 2018

TDA’s use of highlight and contrast created a transcendent backdrop for  
the majestic and spiritual artifacts in this exhibition, now celebrated as  
the most-visited show in the history of the museum.
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HEAVENLY BODIES at THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART (Photo: Brett Beyer)


